PRESS RELEASE - FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

Reveal or Conceal? Wins Prestigious International Exhibition Award

No other museum in Canada has won it. No other museum in the world has won it twice
— not even the Metropolitan Museum of Art!

Montreal, Thursday June 11, 2009 - It is with great pride that the McCord Museum announces
that it has once again been recognized by the Costume Society of America “for excellence in
the exhibition of costume,” this time for the Museum’s provocative Reveal or Conceal? exhibition
(February 2008 - January 2009).

Cynthia Cooper, Curator, Costume and Textiles at the McCord Museum, accepted the Richard
Martin Exhibition Award, the Society’s highest honour for museum exhibitions, last month at the
CSA’s national symposium. Here’s what the chair of the Society’s jury, Colleen Callahan, had
to say about Reveal or Conceal?: “In a very competitive year, the McCord Museum’s exhibit
stood out. It was so elegantly presented, so accessible to a wide audience, and yet so clearly
based on a high level of excellent scholarship.”

“Montreal is a fashion city. We’ve known it all along,” said Montreal City Councillor Catherine
Sévigny. “This illustrious award, presented to Montreal’s very own McCord Museum by an
internationally recognized body of experts, is just one more example of Montreal’s savoir-
faire.”

With that in mind, the McCord Museum, in conjunction with Montreal’s Fashion Bureau and
the Festival Mode & Design, is marking the occasion with a special cocktail celebration, and
you're invited.

This event, which kicks off the Festival, features a special treat: Cynthia Cooper is offering a
quick tour of the Museum'’s reserves. This is your opportunity to see fashion artefacts from the
Reveal or Conceal? exhibition, as well as items never before displayed: a privileged peek not
to be missed!

Wednesday, June 17, 2009 at 4:30 p.m. at the McCord Museum.

30
Images and interviews with Cynthia Cooper available upon request.
Please confirm your attendance by contacting:

John Custodio
514-833-1162
johncustodio@gmail.com

The McCord Museum thanks the Ministére de la Culture, des Communications et de la Condition féminine
du Québec and the Montreal Arts Council.
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