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Montreal, October 29, 2008_ Fashion is inextricably linked to the bodies that wear it. Bodies give shape and 
meaning to clothing, while dress makes bodies social and fashionable (or unfashionable). This year the Mc-
Cord Museum Colloquium complements its exhibition Reveal or Conceal? Organized in collaboration with the 
Costume Society of  America, Northeastern Region, the colloquium will take place November 6, 7, and 8, 2008. 
Entitled Bodies on Display, it will bring together more than 20 international speakers, scholars and historians, 
who will address the fascinating relationship between body and the history of  dress and fashion.  Joan Jacobs 
Brumberg, acclaimed American author of  The Body Project, will be a special keynote speaker.

Bodies on Display is of  interest to anyone who wishes to broaden their perspectives on the body in the study 
of  dress and fashion. In the light of  the growing interest in addressing the body in many academic disciplines, 
this colloquium aims to foster a dialogue among those who study the body as it relates to dress and fashion, with 
those who approach it from the museum, material culture, living history, and design perspectives.  

The Colloquium opens with a public lecture by keynote speaker Joan Jacobs Brumberg, The Body Project: An 
Historical Account of  an Obsession. The author of  the critically acclaimed book, The Body Project, will trace 
the historical roots of  the North American obsession with the body, as well as contemporary body projects in an 
illustrated lecture. 

Highlights also include the Friday evening event: The Making of  Reveal or Conceal? Addressing the Body in a 
Museum Exhibition, lecture by McCord curator Cynthia Cooper on the exhibition Reveal or Conceal? A privi-
leged behind-the-scenes look at the making and mounting of  a costume exhibition, special related presentations 
will take place inside the exhibition gallery. Attendees can also register for special behind-the-scenes visits of  the 
McCord’s costume storage facilities and other attractions. 
Lectures open to the public for $25.
 
The programme and registration form can be downloaded from the Museum’s website:
http://www.musee-mccord.qc.ca/en/activities/colloquia/

Colloquium Registration:  $125 (Early Bird)  or  $150 (after October 31)
Special Student Rate: $30
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